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Smart and Mega Cities in NW- an economic revolution

The NW government announced plans to transform its economy and create the much-needed jobs, after recording the highest unemployment rate of 53%.

Top on this agenda is the rollout of a master plan to develop ‘Smart and Mega Cities’ in strategic locations throughout the province.

These developments will instantaneously enhance local economic activity upon turning swords and getting down to actual construction of roads, clinics, schools, shopping malls etc.

‘Smart and Mega Cities’ development is a new phenomenon in the NW. It is a new idea that carries the hope for a transformed economy and a thriving livelihood for the people of the province.

The NW is rich with minerals and is largely rural. Mining and Agriculture are the main economic sectors to anchor the  prosperity of the province. However, due to a lackluster and shy approach by government to claim its role in these industries, very little has happened to directly benefit the people of the province.

The province remains economically depressed, and the people are languishing in poverty, deprivation, and lack of opportunities. As a result, skilled and well qualified citizens of the NW leave the province to go and ply their trade in other provinces like Gauteng, contributing more meaningfully to developments there.

It is against this background that the current NW government took a bold step to announce and commit to an aggressive developmental plan to revive its economy. This plan involves, among other activities, the strategic rollout of ‘Smart and Mega Cities’ throughout the province.

"These latest developments of smart and mega cities give new momentum to the tasks of economic development, spatial planning, and governing urban growth in the country and the province" said acting premier and MEC for human settlements, Honourable Nono Maloyi. 

"The project is in line with the National Development Plan of eradicating informal settlements, building integrated urban settlements and fast-tracking housing provision by providing diversity in housing products and finance options."

These ‘Smart and Mega Cities’ have proven to be a phenomenal game changer economically. In Gauteng, for instance, the three already completed developments i.e., Waterfall City, Steyn City and Masengita, have  collectively boosted the economy of that province, making it the 7th largest economy in the whole of Africa.

In the same way, perhaps even more significantly, the NW can create thousands of jobs from construction phase and beyond. There will be increased economic activity and sustainable growth where these cities are developed, contributing positively to the GDP of the province.

Historically, the NW prides itself with remarkable infrastructure that was inherited from the erstwhile bantustan government. This infrastructure can be incorporated into these Smart and Mega Cities, to build on what already exists to create sustainable development that will bring about economic changes and lasting solutions to our people.

In Lanseria, for instance, the airport will play a critical role in increasing tourism and business traffic to the NW. The transportation of goods to and from the province will also be enhanced. In Mogwase, the envisaged Spatial Economic Zone (SEZ) for mining will add impetus to the development of a new city in the area.

The advantages are insurmountable, and the investor community and developers are already excited and ready to hit the ground running, as was demonstrated through the pledges made.

It is therefore critical for the NW government to remain steadfast in its quest to turn the economic tide. The administration will require more resilience and courage to push this developmental agenda forward. The vision will be realised if all stakeholders are taken onboard, and work commences in earnest. 

Our people are hungry for development. The idea of a new city in economically dormant towns like Mahikeng, Mogwase, Hartebeespoortdam,  Marikana, Moretele etc., will not only bring hope to our people. It will change the face of the province and elevate it to its rightful place in the country’s economic landscape.

North West Housing Corporation CEO, Bishop Sello Mogodiri said the smart and mega cities project is a significant milestone in the life of the province.

"We are facing unprecedented moments in the province. This has never happened before, " Mogodiri said. "While the aim is to facilitate the provision of affordable housing for low to moderate income earners in the province, we believe that housing has a significant impact upon investment, productivity and participation as well as consumption."
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